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INTRO TO DESIGN |  foundations, Adobe I llustrator

Pattern Making
Students research a graphic designer from pre-2000s. They applied the 
design principles of repetition, variation, and balance (symmetry and 
asymmetry) and created their patterns in Adobe Illustrator.



LOGOS & SYMBOLS  | intermediate, Adobe I llustrator

100 signs
Each student picked a simple tool (hourglass, key, spoon), made a list of 100 related nouns, 
and assigned them to binary opposites. They applied their research on semiotics, including 
kinds of signs (icon, index, symbol) and connotation versus denotation. For most it was their 
first time using Adobe Illustrator. 



LOGOS & SYMBOLS  | intermediate, Adobe I llustrator

100 signs -  Poster
After three phases of learning about semiotics including research, editing and refining, and 
juxtaposition and order, students are asked to reflect on the design process and create a 
poster which expresses their learning process.



AR Postcards
Students create a postcard as a target-
tracker and overlay it with 
a tunnel- book-style augmented reality 
experience.

AUGMENTED REALITY |  intermediate, Meta Spark Studio



AR Portrait
Students recreate the style of a famous 
artist or designer as an augmented reality 
experience. They learn to use node-
based programming to create cause- 
and-effect interactions.

AUGMENTED REALITY | intermediate, Meta Spark Studio



Animal Vision
Students create augmented reality 
filters inspired by research on how 
different animals see. The filters 
modify light, color, and camera.

AUGMENTED REALITY | intermediate, Meta Spark Studio



AUGMENTED REALITY | intermediate, Meta Spark Studio

Remembering the Monarch
In partnership with a local nature conservatory,students 
developedan interactive display to educate children about the
life cycle of the endangeredmonarch butterfly.



Picnic  
Independent Project
The student planned their own project 
in Meta Spark Studio using what they 
learned in class.

AUGMENTED REALITY |  fall 2023



The student planned their own project 
in Meta Spark Studio using what they 
learned in class.

AUGMENTED REALITY |  fall 2023

Other World  
Independent Project



INDEPENDENT STUDY |  senior, TouchDesigner, Spring 2022

Through supervised project work, this 
student accessed their Spotify data via 
an API. Each color is a different playlist 
and each dot is a different song. As it 
spins the dots trigger sounds.

Spotify Visualizer
Independent Project



Illuminate

P R O J E C T  W E B S I T E

The practicum simulates an internship 
setting; students are assigned job- roles 
in a large project. Illuminate was a media 
arts event for which students managed 
the website, promotions, logistics, and 
more. Over 80 creators participated and 
300 people attended.

IDS PRACTICUM | senior, two-day 
projection and performance art 
event, Spring 2021

*community -engaged project



RAGBRAI + 
Fortepan
For the 50th anniversary of RAGBRAI (a 
bike event with about 50,000 
participants) students created 
rotoscoped animations in Photoshop. 
The animations were projected publicly 
at RAGBRAI.

MOTION GRAPHICS & ANIMATION | intermediate, Adobe Photoshop, video and projection installat ion, Spring 2023

*community -engaged project



Tree of Ideas
Students map a historic era of design, art, architecture, fashion, etc.  
as  a  tree  chart.  They apply their understanding of methods for 
visualizing data including length, texture, direction, placement, etc.

CREATIVE DATA VISUALIZATION |  intermediate, Adobe I llustrator



Dear Data
Students spend a week collecting data about their everyday 
experiences of a cultural topic and visualize the data by applying visual 
principles of scale, color, symbolism, etc.

CREATIVE DATA VISUALIZATION | intermediate, drawing



Digital Carbon Footprint
Students learn to access their personal data via an API connection to 
Spotify, YouTube, Instagram, and similar sites. Using this data, they 
calculate their energy consumption and convert it into a measure of 
carbon impact.

CREATIVE DATA VISUALIZATION | intermediate, Adobe I llustrator



Web- Based Game
The student planned their own project to combine their interests in 
Chiptune music and choose-your-own-ċĬƻĲŰƣƨƖĲШŊċůĲƚЮШÑőĲШŊċůĲќƚШ
music dynamically evolves as the user progresses to new locations.

INDEPENDENT STUDY | senior



Loading Animation
Each tryptic is animated based on three related 
verbs. This project is an introduction to 
keyframing in After Effects.

MOTION GRAPHICS & ANIMATION | intermediate, Adobe After Effects


